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Sermon for Mission-Festival. 
Rom. 16, 3—5a. 


The text which I have just read may seem rather strange to you 
as a text for a mission-festival, since it apparently does not say 
a word about missions and the command of the Lord to do mission- 
work. Many of us have held the notion that mission-work is not 
associated with our every-day life; missions are something we think 
of in connection with foreign countries. It deals with the heathen 
of India, with those of China, with those of Africa and elsewhere. 
Or we have thought of missions as something connected with mission- 
aries or pastors, a particular duty which rests upon these men alone, 
which does not concern every individual Christian. We have in many 
eases brought our little gifts on Mission-Sunday, believing that our 
duty with regard to missions had thereby been fully performed. How- 
ever, this is not the case. And our text for this morning will show 
us that mission-work is a very vital part of every Christian’s daily 
duty and obligation, resting upon him at all times. Let us therefore, 
under the gracious guidance of God, briefly discuss the topic: — 


AQUILA AND PRISCILLA AS OUR EXAMPLES IN DOING 
MISSION-WORK. 


1. They received Paul into their home. 
2. They gave further instruction to Apollos. 
3. They were hosts to the Christian congregation. 


Llp 


Our text begins with the statement: “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, 
my helpers in Christ Jesus.” We immediately inquire just what the 
relation of Paul was to these people, two of the first Christians of 
Europe. In order to get the desired information, we turn to the Book 
of Acts, to the 18th chapter. Here we are told that Paul departed 
from Athens on his second missionary journey, about the year 50, 

24 
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and came to Corinth. Here he found a certain Jew named Aquila, 
born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla, be- 
cause that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome; 
and he came unto them, and because he was of the same craft, he 
abode with them and wrought; for by their occupation they were 
tent-makers. 

Here we have an interesting picture, one which we may easily 
complete with our knowledge of the industries and the customs of 
that day. Aquila and his wife had originally lived in Pontus, a prov- 
ince in Asia Minor, on the southern shore of the Black Sea. Here 
Aquila had learned his trade, that of weaving the tent-cloth of the 
Orient. This tent-cloth was manufactured from the long hair of the 
goats of Central Asia Minor, and the heavy cloth which was woven 
from this hair was in great demand among the nomads throughout the 
Orient. Evidently Aquila had prospered in his business, for he 
moved to Rome, the capital and chief city of the Roman Empire. 
Here he established his factory and built his warehouses. But about 
this time or somewhat later there was trouble in the Jewish section 
of Rome. You will remember that among those who heard the sermon 
of Peter on Pentecost Day there were also strangers from Rome. It 
seems that some of these men, upon returning to their home in Rome, 
had succeeded in gathering a few other Jews about the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The congregation was largely Jewish for the first 
decade or more. Though it grew slowly, it distinctly made itself felt. 
The natural consequence was, as Jesus Himself had prophesied, that 
the testimony was rejected by a great many Jews of the city of Rome. 
The discussion became so bitter that it resulted in some sort of tumult. 
Claudius Caesar was the emperor of the Roman Empire. He seems 
to have had neither the time nor the inclination to investigate the 
reasons for the tumult, but simply issued a declaration banishing all 
Jews from Rome. So Aquila and Priscilla, too, were obliged to leave 
the capital and the flourishing business which they seem to have 
established. 


But let us here note the wonderful ways of God. Aquila and his 
wife came to Corinth, the capital of Achaia and one of the great 
commercial cities of that part of the world. Here they again estab- 
lished themselves, again opening a shop and employing others to work 
for them in their business of making tent-cloth. Shortly afterwards 
Paul came from Athens. Now, it was the most natural thing for him, 
coming to any large city, to look up the street in which any members 
of his craft were located. In those days the members of any one trade 
had a custom of living together in the same street. There was a street 
of bakers, there was a street of wood-workers, there was a street of 
goldsmiths, and there was a street of weavers of tent-cloth. So Paul 
went to the last-named street and applied for work. It was the provi- 


Sermon for Mission-Festival. 371 


dence of God that led him to the shop of Aquila and Priscilla, where 
he remained and worked at his trade. 

Now, here is the remarkable thing. Aquila and Priscilla did not 
merely accept Paul as a workman in their shop, but the subsequent 
history shows that they soon looked upon him as God’s minister. If 
they had not heard the Gospel in Rome, they now received the mes- 
sage of their salvation with great joy. Paul became a welcome guest 
in their home. As we shall see, they were very glad to go with him 
when he continued his travels. And even more, when, at a later date, 
the life of Paul was in danger at Ephesus, he says of Priscilla and 
Aquila that for his life they had laid down their own necks. 

This evidently occurred at the time of the tumult of Demetrius, 
of which we read in Acts18. You can readily supply the details of 
the scene of that uprising. Thus did these two consecrated laymen 
receive the apostle into their home; thus did they take a personal 
and vital interest in his welfare, so that he lacked in nothing 
while they were in a position to assist him. This is the first lesson 
which we are to learn from our text this morning, that we also receive 
the missionaries into our homes. 

But some one will raise the objection, How can that be done? 
Let me say, from the outset, that this very thing is being done in the 
case of many consecrated families even to-day. In many new mission- 
stations on the frontier some Aquilas and Priscillas are even to-day 
receiving the missionary whom we sent to establish a congregation, 
giving him board and room and otherwise caring for his needs. But 
even those of us who are not in a position to show their interest in 
missions in this way can do exactly what Aquila and Priscilla did. 

But how can this be done? you ask. The answer is: By means 
of our Mission Treasury. The money which we to-day or at any time 
during the entire year give for the missions of the Church, both at 
home and abroad, is used to give food and homes to the missionaries 
and their families, who are our representatives in this great work. 
Every bit of money that is given by us for this purpose is so applied, 
and the more readily we make use of our privilege to serve the Lord 
in this manner, the better the work in home missions and foreign 
missions can be carried on by the boards which we have put in charge 


of the work. 
2. 


The second lesson which we learn from Aquila and Priscilla is 
that which is referred to by Paul in our text when he writes: “Unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but all the churches of the Gentiles.” 
The apostle may have had many occasions in mind when these two 
consecrated laymen showed their interest in the spreading of the 
Gospel. One of these occasions is described at some length in the 
Book of Acts, at the end of the 18th chapter. Here we are told that 
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a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, a man mighty in 
the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the 
way of the Lord, and being fervent in the Spirit, he spake and taught 
diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 
And he began to speak boldly in the synagog; whom when Aquila 
and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them and expounded unto 
him the way of God more perfectly. 


The situation was this. When John the Baptist testified of 
Christ, his disciples accepted his message, but some of them had 
refused to leave their master and become the disciples of Jesus. It 
seems that some of these went down to Alexandria, in Egypt, where 
they spread their doctrines, forming a sort of sect. It was in the 
company of such people that Apollos, a very able young man of 
Alexandria, learned the way of the Lord, that is, the way of salvation 
as it was proclaimed after the death of Jesus. Filled with zeal as he 
was, he crossed the Mediterranean and came to Ephesus. When 
Aquila and Priscilla heard him preach in the synagog, they noticed 
that he knew only of the baptism of John. For that reason they 
deemed it necessary to have the instruction of Apollos completed, and 
so they took it upon themselves to give him the information which he 
needed. So well did they succeed in their efforts that Apollos could 
be sent from Ephesus to Corinth in a very short time; and at Corinth 
he began to preach with great power, having outstanding success, so 
that Paul could speak of him in glowing terms of praise in his First 
Epistle to the Corinthians. All this was due to the simple work of 
these two consecrated laymen. 


Herein they are an example for us. You will ask also in this 
instance, How may this be done? Let me say, also with reference 
to this function, that many a student of the ministry and many 
a young pastor has received much information concerning the Bible 
and concerning the work of his office from members of his congrega- 
tion who were thoroughly grounded in the Word of Truth. The gifts 
of the Spirit are not confined to the pastor, and many a faithful 
Bible-reader has been able to give a beautiful explanation of some 
passage of Holy Writ. 


But even if the most of us do not have the opportunity of thus 
following the example of Aquila and Priscilla, they are nevertheless 
to be our examples in work of this kind. You and I or all of us 
perform this work in keeping with the injunction of Paul: “The 
things that thou hast heard of me, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.” This injunction, I say, 
we carry out in the work of our seminaries, where men are trained for 
the work of the ministry, to become teachers, pastors, and mission- 
aries. While we are not doing the work in person, we are taking care 
of it through the teachers or professors appointed by our boards, after 
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being nominated by our congregations. These men are doing their 
work in training young men for the work of the ministry and the 
auxiliary, offices, and therefore every dollar which we give for the 
Synodical Treasury is used in following the example given by Aquila 
and Priscilla. During the entire year, whenever our gifts are dis- 
tributed in keeping with the plan accepted by our Church, our money 
is helping to educate these men for the work of missions, and we are 
merely doing what Aquila and Priscilla did. 


3. 


But there is still another lesson which we are to learn from 
Aquila and Priscilla. This is brought out in the words of the apostle 
in our text when he says: “Likewise greet the church that is in their 
house.” Here we see another wonderful part and expression of the 
consecration of these two Christians. The situation is this. In the 
early decades and centuries of the Church’s existence, circumstances 
made it impossible, generally speaking, for the believers to erect 
special church-buildings. But we are told that, in quite a number 
of instances, the wealthier members of the congregations opened their 
homes to the brethren in the faith, so that regular church services 
could be conducted. The homes of the wealthier people of the Roman 
Empire were built so that the living-rooms and sleeping-rooms sur- 
rounded a large open space in the interior, or the court of the house, 
the so-called atrium, often with the peristyle, often also with two side- 
rooms, called wings. In this open space several hundred people could 
be accommodated, and we find at an early date that an altar-table was 
used at the one end of this assembly-room. 

Now, it is most interesting to find that Aquila and Priscilla were 
ready to let the congregation use their house for purposes of worship. 
Even in Ephesus, between the years 54 and 57, the congregation there 
may have celebrated the Lord’s Supper in the house of these two con- 
secrated people. Our text is taken from a letter addressed to Rome, 
and it states that Aquila and Priscilla were then hosts of the church, 
or congregation, in their home. There was a reason for this fact. 
Emperor Claudius had died in the year 54, and therefore his decree 
was no longer valid. It seems that Aquila and Priscilla went back 
to Rome on account of their business and resided there for at least 
some years, here again permitting the congregation to use their house. 
But approximately nine years later we find them once more in Ephe- 
sus; for St. Paul sends greetings to them in the last letter which we 
have from him, the Second Epistle to Timothy. So it seems that 
wherever these people lived, they opened their house for the use of the 
congregation, being glad to perform this service for the Lord. 

And in this they are an example to us. Again you will ask, How 
can this be? My answer once more is that this very thing is still 
being done in mission-stations. In many instances the beginning of 
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a congregation was made in some log house, some car-roof shanty, or 
some dugout, where the new settlers gathered for the preaching of the 
Word. But even where there is no possibility for us to place our 
homes in the service of the Lord in this fashion, we have a fine op- 
portunity to follow the example of Aquila and Priscilla. This is done 
by our gifts for the Church Extension Fund. Whatever we give to 
the Lord on Mission-Sunday or at any other time of the year to be 
used for extending the work of the Church flows into a treasury which 
is used to aid new and struggling congregations to acquire church 
property and to build churches. The money from this treasury is not 
donated outright, but is lent to the respective congregations for a 
period of some years, the conditions being that a certain percentage is 
paid back every year, so that the money may be used over and over 
again for this laudable purpose. In this way all of us may become 
Aquilas and Priscillas, being hosts to hundreds of mission-congrega- 
tions in our own country and elsewhere. If the zeal of these two 
consecrated laymen will live in us, we shall be willing to do more and 
more for the Extension Division Treasury and its glorious purpose. 
May the great Lord of the Church Himself fill our hearts with 
the proper love of missions, so that we may follow the example of 
Aquila and Priscilla more and more, thereby doing our share in bring- 
ing men to the knowledge of their salvation in Christ Jesus, our 
Savior! 1X. 


Thanksgiving Day Sermon. 
Epu. 5, 20. 


Lord, I will tell, while I am living, 
Thy goodness forth with every breath 
And greet each morning with thanksgiving 
Until my heart is still in death; 
Yea, when at last my lips grow cold, 
Thy praise shall in my sighs be told. 


In the earliest days of our country the custom was established 
by the devout Pilgrim Fathers of observing annually a day of thanks- 
giving for the bounties and protection which the Lord had extended 
throughout the year. Thanksgiving Day has come to be perhaps the 
most characteristic of our national observances, and as we to-day 
celebrate its recurrence, it is surely fitting and proper that we as 
Christians call to mind the manifold blessings and favors which have 
been bestowed upon us during the eleven months of this present year. 

The Pilgrims recognized Thanksgiving Day as a day of prayer 
and were grateful for the privilege of living in a land of opportunity, 
although it was also full of danger. Surely their prayers were an- 
swered, and their gratefulness was pleasing to God; for in the span 
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of a few generations a continent, wild and rugged, has been made to 
blossom like a rose; a wilderness has been turned into an Eden. We, 
my dear friends, who have inherited these great resources, certainly 
should do no less than the Pilgrim Fathers did. We must be grateful 
to our Lord and God to-day for having so wisely and richly provided 
for us in the past. To possess a disposition of thankfulness is indeed 
a noble virtue. The text which we shall now consider is a real 
Thanksgiving Day text, for the apostle here shows us 


WHAT REAL THANKFULNESS IS. 
He urges us to be thankful 
1. Always, 2. In all things, 3. In the name of Jesus. 


ike 

Says our text: “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

When should we give thanks unto God? Only on Thanksgiving 
Day? O no; the apostle says: “Giving thanks always.” Always 
means continually, without interruption, all the time. As we should 
pray without ceasing, by living in constant communion with God, so 
a spirit of gratitude should pervade our whole life and express itself 
by the brightness and color that it gives to every action of ours. We 
Christians should daily give thanks to God in deeds and words and 
thoughts. We give thanks to God in deeds when we bring our offer- 
ings to Him. Remembering how much He gives freely, we are in- 
duced to give freely for the spreading of His kingdom and to walk 
so as to glorify His name and to commend His Gospel to men. The 
gifts which we have to-day gathered in such rich measure for our 
orphans and the inmates of our Old People’s Home!) constitute 
another means whereby we are showing our gratitude to God. Even 
by joyfully and faithfully performing the duties of our earthly call- 
ing, we are giving thanks unto God in deeds. In words we give thanks 
to God when we speak of His goodness and His wonderful grace 
toward us, when we praise Him in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs. “O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy 
endureth forever.” And in thoughts we give thanks to God when we 
meditate on the wonders of His grace toward us, when we gratefully 
remember the mercy of the Father in drawing us to the Son and the 
loving-kindness with which He daily encompasses us, when we sing 
and make melody in our hearts to the Lord. 

“Giving thanks always.” To give thanks always simply means 
to have a thankful heart. “Thanksgiving is to run like a golden 
thread through the whole of our life.” The heart must be kept in 
a constantly thankful frame. God looks at the heart. An avaricious, 


1) In many churches it is customary to do this on Thanksgiving Day. 
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a murmuring, and a discontented heart is an unthankful heart. True 
thankfulness suppresses avarice and drives out murmuring and dis- 
content. A thankful heart is content with God’s guidances and satis- 
fied with what it has. It appreciates what God has given and trusts 
that He will always give that which is needful. Thankfulness prompts 
the heart to say: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless His holy name.” “It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord and to sing praises unto Thy name, O Most High; to show 
forth Thy loving-kindness in the morning and Thy faithfulness every 
night.” Under the darkest cloud a thankful heart will see innumer- 
able causes for gratitude. A thankful heart is a happy heart; an 
unthankful heart is an unhappy heart. If Christians have a thankful 
heart in their bosom, such as God wants them to have, He regards it 
as a heart continually giving thanks to Him. 


2. 


The apostle next sets forth for what we are to give thanks when 
he says: “for all things.” We are to thank God not only for some 
things, but for all things. Have we been blessed in temporal things? 
Back of the gift is the Giver. “Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above and cometh down from the Father of Lights.” All the 
things that have been produced in the course of the year, whether 
flowers, fruits, vegetables, or whatever else it may have been, are 
benefits with which the Lord has crowned and decorated the year. 
“Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness, and Thy paths drop fat- 
ness.” Wherever God watches and blesses, the land must produce; 
there will be grass and corn, there also pastures and brooks will give 
food and water to the cattle in plentiful measure. And the result is 
a prosperous year. 

My dear friends, the Lord has been gracious unto us. He has not 
withdrawn His hand from us. Everywhere we behold the evidences 
of His grace and providence. Without the Lord’s blessings all efforts 
of man avail nothing. 

Instead of wrath and punishment the Lord has in the past year 
visited us unceasingly with benefits. amines, failures of crops, 
floods, earthquakes, tornadoes, fire, and other calamities He has kept 
from us. We have been involved in no spectacular disaster, such as 
the recent eruption of Mount Etna or the gruesome tragedy of the 
liner Vestris, which sank on the twelfth of this month 2) off the Vir- 
ginia capes, in which disaster one hundred and twenty-seven persons 
lost their lives and went down to a watery grave. On the contrary, 
we have experienced nothing but blessings from God during the past 
year, spiritual as well as temporal blessings. This has been a year of 
prosperity for us. As President Coolidge in his Thanksgiving Day 


2) This sermon was preached on November 29, 1928. 
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proclamation points out: Our industries have flourished, our com- 
merce has grown, wages have been lucrative. God has kept us from 
war and preserved peace in our country. And think of the blessings 
you have derived through your church and your Christian home. 
Think of how many sins God has forgiven you during the past year. 
And as we meditate on all these good gifts which God has poured out 
upon us so abundantly, without any merit or worthiness in us, let us 
thank Him for these gifts from the bottom of our hearts. 

New mercies each returning day 

Hover around us while we pray; 

New perils past, new sins forgiven, 

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 

However, we are to thank God not only for the favors which He 
renders us, but for everything. “Giving thanks for all things,’ says 
our text, be they good or evil. Are we really to thank God for evil 
things? Is evil from God? In answering this question, we must be 
careful to distinguish between sin and evil. Sin is not of God, it is 
of the devil; but there are many evils that come to us by the per- 
mission of God. There is sickness and loss, there are afflictions and 
discouragements. Shall we thank God for such calamities? No man 
can sincerely thank God for the evil which befalls him unless he is 
a Christian. To give thanks for misfortunes and afflictions requires 
implicit faith in God. You must be able to say with Paul: “We know 
that all things work together for good to them that love God.” Your 
hymn of resignation must be: — 

What our Father does is well. 

Shall the wilful heart rebel 

If a blessing He withhold 

In the field or in the fold? 

Is He not Himself to be 

All our store eternally? 
You must have this confidence, that the eye of your Father in heaven 
is continually upon you and that He so overrules sorrows, distresses, 
misfortunes, and even the sins which others commit against you, that 
jt must all serve for your good. It is faith that makes the heart re- 
signed and willing to endure evil. Job was a man who had such faith. 
When he received children and goods, he said: “The Lord hath given; 
blessed be the name of the Lord”; when he lost his children and 
goods, he said: “The Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” Thus Job gave thanks for all things and willingly received 
the chastisement of the Lord, saying to his taunting wife: “What? 
Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil?” A man of similar faith was Chrysostom, bishop of Constan- 
tinople. When in his old age he was removed from office, banished 
from his country, thrust into misery and abused, made to flee in time 
of war and suffer hunger and pestilence, his dying words were, “God 


be praised for everything!” 
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The Bible contains many examples showing that God makes even 
the designs of the wicked work together for the good of His children. 
Ten times Laban changed the wages of Jacob to prevent his pos- 
sessions from increasing, and every time it resulted in Jacob’s goods 
multiplying more rapidly. Under the providence of God Laban’s envy 
resulted in Jacob’s gain. The sons of Jacob hated their brother 
Joseph, and they were determined to prevent his dreams from being 
fulfilled, according to which he would be a ruler over them; and for 
years they thought they had been successful in accomplishing their 
purpose, until they suddenly found themselves kneeling before him. 
Their own evil deed had been an agency to bring about that which 
they meant to prevent. Unto His children God can and does bring 
forth good out of evil. Perhaps you yourself have experienced this. 
Frequently the greatest good results from that which the flesh counts 
a misfortune. Many an evil is a blessing in disguise. Perhaps you 
have suffered some loss during the past year, or you have had some 
sad mishap. Remember the Lord’s words to Peter: “What I do thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” Be thankful in 
all things. This is well-pleasing to Him who has said: “Whoso 
offereth praise glorifieth Me; and to him that ordereth his conversa- 
tion aright will I show the salvation of God.” Ps. 50, 23. 


3. 


Paul in our text finally exhorts us to give thanks unto God and 
the Father “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ On Thanks- 
giving Day as well as on any other day of our life we are to bring 
our thank-offerings to God through the appointed Mediator, Jesus 
Christ, through whom all blessings come to us. “We come before 
God in the name of Jesus when we come in the faith that this name 
makes us well-pleasing before Him and our thanks lovely to Him.” 
Apart from Jesus there is no way to the Father and we have no 
audience with Him; for Jesus Christ solemnly declared: “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life; no one cometh unto the Father but 
by Me.” “Let thanksgivings be ever so fervent and ever so profuse, 
unless they proceed from faith in Christ, they are not accepted in 
heaven; for it is this name alone which makes our thanksgivings 
musical in the hearing of the Father.” 

Let us, my dear Christians, as we to-day offer up prayer and 
praise unto God, plead the name of Jesus, and our prayers will be ° 
accepted. In the beginning of the letter to the Ephesians, Paul 
writes: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him before the foun- 
dation of the world.” In Jesus Christ, God has given us heavenly 
gifts; in Christ Jesus He has from eternity chosen us unto salvation. 
And if we plead this name, must not our thank-offerings be accepted 
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by God? Oh, let us ever be grateful to our God! Let us not doubt 
that God, who has given us His Son and in Him an eternal in- 
heritance, will certainly continue to bless us, care for us in our pil- 
grimage here on earth, keep us in dangers and trials, and finally bring 
us to an expected end. “Give thanks always for all things unto God 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

May the Lord shed an abundant measure of blessings upon all 
of you, so that this festival day will be unto you a day of heartfelt 
thanksgiving! And making every day a real thanksgiving day, may 
you by the gifts of your hand show that the profession of your mouth 
is true, ever bearing in mind the words of your Savior: “Freely ye 
have received; freely give.” 

As Thy prospering hand hath blessed, 
May we give Thee of our best 

And by deeds of kindly love 

For Thy mercies grateful prove, 
Singing thus through all our days 
Praise to God, immortal praise. 


Amen. A. Korris. 


—— ep 


Sermon at the Installation of a Professor. 
Acts 27,23. 


In THE NAME OF THE EVER-LIVING CHRIST, THE ExALTED Heap OF 
THE ÜHURCH, DEARLY BELOVED FRIENDS; ESPECIALLY, ESTEEMED 
BROTHER IN ÜHRIST: — 


We are gathered for an important service. A newly called pro- 
fessor at our Springfield Concordia is to be inducted into his sacred 
office. We are happy to know that the man who is to be added to 
our Springfield faculty is an experienced instructor, professionally 
well qualified to teach the sciences at our local seminary. But above 
all we thank our God that the new professor is a true, humble Chris- 
tian, who with Paul can look up to God, our Savior, and say: “Whose 
I am and whom I serve.” Friends, our Christian professors are the 
glory and strength of our synodical institutions, and an occasion such 
as this presses the prayer upon our lips: “O Lord, ever give us as 
professors at our colleges and seminaries men of God who are Thine 
and who passionately regard their work as a service to Thee and to 
Thy glorious kingdom.” 

Permit me to speak to you on — 


THE HIGH IDEAL OF A CHRISTIAN PROFESSOR. 
His ideal is 
1. To be Christ's own; 2. To serve Christ and His kingdom. 
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1: 


Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ, was on his way to Rome to 
be brought before Caesar. The vessel on which he was sailing was 
encountering a furious and continued tempest on the Mediterranean 
Sea. Those with Paul had given up all hope of their lives’ being 
saved. But the angel of the Lord appeared to Paul and told him not 
to fear, for no one would be lost. And Paul told the company: 
“] exhort you to be of good cheer; for there shall be no loss of any 
man’s life among you but of the ship. For there stood by me this 
night the angel of God, whose I am and whom I serve, saying, Fear 
not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar. And, lo, God hath 
given thee all them that sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good 
cheer; for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.” 

Friends, in the presence of those rough and godless seafaring 
men, before his fellow-prisoners, Paul confesses himself to be God’s 
own. Repeatedly Paul speaks of our God and Savior. “Whose I am,” 
therefore, constitutes a strong pledge of allegiance to the eternal 
Christ and an unqualified, clear-cut, ringing confession of loyalty to 
Jesus. Paul knew himself to be a child of God, the blood-sealed 
property of the Christ, a sheep of the Good Shepherd’s pasture, 
watched over by the Savior’s countenance of love and protected by the 
Redeemer’s almighty arm, and by the precious merit of the Lamb the 
sure heir of heaven’s bliss and glory. There was a time, it is true, 
when the thought of the man of Nazareth, who had walked in low- 
liness the way of sorrows to the gory cross on Calvary’s mournful and 
desolate heights, fired the hatred of the proud Pharisee to white heat, 
and the claim of the lowly Nazarene to divine Sonship and the Mes- 
siahship of Israel convulsed his soul with seething indignation and 
disgust and filled his heart with plans of murder and of blood. But 
ever since Saul, the Pharisee persecuting Christ, on the Damascus 
road had seen the resurrected and glorified Jesus, — Jesus, panoplied 
in heavenly splendor, the Christ of majesty, the Christ of power, the 
Christ clothed in lightning and wrapped in the conqueror’s robe; ever 
since, the once despised Jesus was the anchor of his faith and hope, 
the joy and inspiration, the power and strength, of his life. The 
warm hand of divine Love had gripped the stony heart of the proud 
man of Tarsus and melted his bitter hatred into loving trust, his 
supreme disgust into pure delight, his bold confidence in self into 
firm and humble reliance upon the bloody merit and the stainless 
righteousness of the exalted Son of God. Oh, by a strong east wind 
God had broken the rudder and slashed the sails of Paul’s ship of 
pharisaic pride and had cast the shipwrecked soul of Paul upon the 
Rock of Ages cleft for him, and there Paul had found safety and 
refuge against the roaring tempests of sin’s accusations; the Tower 
of Strength against the raging billows of earth’s afflictions; the 
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Beacon Light for the night when the blackness of death settles itself 
upon the sea of life. With rapturous faith and soul-sunk love Paul 
now confesses of Jesus: “He loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
With wondering amazement he stands at the foot of Calvary’s cross. 
And Paul never tires of singing hymns of praise to the grace of God 
which made him, the bigoted, fanatic Pharisee, a believing and loving 
disciple and a follower of the Lamb. He rejoices with exceeding great 
joy over the fact that God had shined in his sin-darkened heart to 
give unto him the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

And being Christ’s own, Paul had no need of fear, even in the 
midst of his enemies and in the dangers of a turbulent sea. For “if 
God be for us, who can be against us?” His Jesus was his Savior to 
pardon his sins; his Friend, who sticketh closer than a brother; his 
Guide, to lead him aright; his mighty Protector, to shield him against 
all evil; his strong Deliverer, to help him in every need; the Death 
of death and hell’s Destruction, to bring him safely through the wild 
billows of death to the quiet haven and the glistening shores of the 
eternal Canaan. Paul’s motto reads: “Whether we live or die, we are 
the Lord’s.” 

Friends, especially dear brother in Christ, to be Christ’s own, to 
give ourselves with body and soul and mind, with our sins and weak- 
nesses, our sorrows and tears, our doubts and fears, without reserva- 
tion to Jesus, God’s appointed Savior, is the sum and substance, the 
joy and power, of our Christianity. This Jesus has a rightful claim 
on you and me and on us all. For us He “left the rainbow-circled 
throne for earthly night and wanderings sad and lone.” For us He 
bent in anguish in dark Gethsemane. For us He groaned and died on 
the tree of scarlet sin and freed us from the crushing power of sin’s 
awful penalty and opened the way for us back to the Father’s recon- 
ciled heart, loving bosom, and happy home. And has not the Friend 
of sinners from life’s earliest dawn gently laid His choice on us? 
He has loved us with an everlasting love, and in loving-kindness He 
has through Baptism’s power and the Gospel’s magnetic force drawn 
our hearts unto Himself and His atoning cross. And this Jesus shall 
be our Lord and God, our Savior and Redeemer, our Strength and 
Power, our Guide and Helper, even unto death. The ideal of every 
Christian finds expression in the winged prayer of faith: — 

Thine forever, God of Love! 
Hear us from Thy throne above; 


Thine forever may we be 
Here and in eternity! 


Thine forever! Thou our Guide, 
All our wants by Thee supplied, 
All our sins by Thee forgiven, — 
Lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven. 
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And, friends of mine, no higher and more noble ideal can be 
placed before our professors than that they by sincere faith and love 
‘be Christ’s own. 

In the last few years our Synod has expended large sums of 
money for the improvement of the physical equipment of our synod- 
ical institution, and we sincerely hope that the near future will see 
those buildings rise on the campus of our Springfield Concordia which 
this institution so sorely needs and the erection of which Synod has 
resolved. Institutions of learning cannot do their best work if they 
are seriously hampered by the lack of proper physical equipment. 

But fine, serviceable, architecturally beautiful buildings are not 
the glory and strength of our synodical institutions. We crave an 
inward beauty and strength. And this inner power we do not seek in 
the learning of the professor. We do not depreciate the professional 
training and education of the men who are to teach our future pas- 
tors and teachers. Let them be scholars in the branches of learning 
which they are to teach. Let them be men of broad culture, deep 
learning, wide educational sympathies, and of sharp intellect. But 
above all let them be out-and-out Christians. We desire ever to have 
as teachers of the future servants of the Church men whose hearts 
have been lit up with a vision of the glory-crowned Redeemer, a vision 
which charms their soul and controls their life. We want men at our 
institutions who have seen their littleness, their real sinful selves, the 
weakness of the world’s philosophy, and the hollowness of the earth’s 
wisdom; men who have had a deep experience of sin’s woeful misery 
and heart anguish and have felt the Spirit’s touch upon their hearts, 
turning them from sin and self, from pride of philosophy and self- 
righteousness, to the light that is in the face of Jesus; men who, 
though they be giants of intellectual power and storehouses of earthly 
wisdom, do nevertheless say in childlike, humble faith: “Jesus, Thou 
art my All. Thy Word is truth, and it is soul-satisfying and heart- 
quickening wisdom. Thy blood cleanses me from all sin. Thy cross 
answers completely and to perfection my soul’s need for pardon, peace, 
joy, strength, and hope.” Let men of such joyous faith, of such 
humble submissiveness to the written Word of God, of such strong 
Christian character, throw the power and influence of their beautiful 
Christian personality upon the souls and minds of their students and 
make the students’ memory of their professors a never-failing source 
of spiritual inspiration and a constant benediction. 

Oh, what irreparable damage and injury would be inflicted upon 
our Church if our future pastors and teachers would be made to sit 
at the feet of such professors whose eyes the god of this world has put 
out, so that they no longer see the beauty of Christ’s Book and the 
glory of the Redeemer’s cross, whose hearts are no longer charmed by 
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and whose ears have turned to the 
seductive voice of the modern Delilah, modern unbelief and false- 
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hood! Oh, we dread to contemplate the destructive consequences if 
men disloyal to Christ’s Word and traitors to the Gospel of free grace 
were ever to fill the minds of our future leaders with much worldly 
wisdom, but were to steal from their hearts the pearl of great price, 
Jesus and His truth! Then our colleges and seminaries would no 
longer be training-schools for the future generals in Christ’s army, 
but schools of Satan, turning out murderers of souls and engines of 
destruction. If we are ever to keep and maintain a faithful and loyal 
ministry, God, in His grace, must give us professors who make no 
apology for their adherence to the good old Bible doctrines and who 
make no secret of their happy faith in Jesus, the only Mediator of 
a sin-blotched world, and their love to Him. 

For the strengthening of this faith in Christ we would urge upon 
all professors not to neglect to have golden hours of spiritual medita- 
tion, of earnest Bible study, and fervent prayer, to drink in the preach- 
ing of God’s Word for their own soul’s need and comfort, and ever to 
be diligent in their attendance at the Lord’s Table. And let us, my 
dear friends, as members of our dear Synod or as students at college, 
not forget to remember our professors often in our burning prayers 
that in these days of wide-spread falsehood the great Shepherd of the 
sheep may keep our professors faithful and loyal to their Lord, strong 
in faith, fervent in love, and abounding in Christian hope. 

Dear friend, to be Christ’s own is a wonderful comfort to you. 
For Christ, with affection and love, knows them that are His, leads, 
strengthens, and counsels them in every perplexity, and with His 
strong arm protects them against all harm and danger; and what- 
soever they do shall prosper. Thus you are to believe, dear friend, 
that God has led you hither, that He will watch over you and give 
you strength for every task; and when the romance and thrill of the 
new position grows dim and the feeling of drudgery would steal into 
the daily routine, may our gracious Savior give you new inspiration 
and joy and abundantly bless your labors of love, your service to Him 
and His kingdom! 9 


Service to Christ and His kingdom is included in this high ideal 
of a Christian professor. Paul confesses: “Whose I am and whom 
I serve.” There is a vital connection between the two expressions. 
Those who by a true faith are Christ’s own will feel the impulse of 
love to serve Him who died for them. 

Paul confesses: “The love of Christ constraineth us.” Not so 
much a sense of duty as the impelling power of loving gratitude drove 
Paul on, in spite of all difficulties and obstacles, all sacrifices and fiery 
persecutions, to carry the blood-red banner of the Cross throughout 
the sin-blackened and vice-ridden Greco-Roman world. He dedicated 
his whole life to the service of the Crucified. From the depth of 
a grateful heart he had said of Jesus: “He loved me and gave Himself 
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for me,” and he knew that “Christ died for all that they which live 
‚should henceforth not live unto themselves, but unto Him which died 
for them and rose again.” Therefore Paul could not but give himself, 
his body, soul, intellect, his all, to the service of his heavenly Bride- 
groom and the advancement of the eternal kingdom of the King of 
kings. The very word which Paul here used for “serve” indicates that 
he is not speaking of the cold, lifeless, heartless, matter-of-fact service 
of a slave, but that he thinks of a joyous, zealous religious service 
which is a worship, a gift brought upon the altar of love to the Lover 
of his soul. We find the same word for serve used in our text in that 
beautiful expression concerning the glorified saints in heaven. They 
“serve God day and night in His temple.” Oh, to be Christ’s own and 
not to make our whole life a worshipful service to Him is an impos- 
sibility. Service to Christ and to His kingdom is the chief passion of 
the Christian’s life. 

At the main entrance to one of our institutions these words were 
written in golden letters: Christo et Ecclesiae, “For Christ and for 
His Kingdom.” What an inspiration to the faculty and students of 
that institution! Oh, our dear professors must ever feel the impulse 
and call to service and know the joy and bliss and happiness that is 
theirs in their service to Christ through the preparation of men for 
the direct work of the Kingdom. If the professor sees his work in 
the glorious light of service to the kingdom of our Lord, which shall 
endure when all the wisdom and glory of this earth shall be consumed 
in the fires of the great Judgment, and views his work as a direct ser- 
vice to his risen and exalted Lord, oh, how this vision will lift him 
from the humdrum and drudgery of the valley to the pure, exhilarat- 
ing air of the mountain-top! How it will give him inspiration for 
his daily tasks and joy in his toil and strength in the strength-con- 
suming routine! If in the heart of the professor lives a vivid realiza- 
tion that his work of training Christ’s future generals affords him 
a grand opportunity for large and important work in the Kingdom 
for the heavenly Commander-in-Chief, he will not perform his work 
from the cold, dead level of business or from the selfish and sordid 
motive of personal honor and glory, but from the lofty impulse of 
love to his Christ and Savior. And the students will feel that the 
professor’s heart and soul and love are in his work. Knowing that 
his work is a service to his Lord, the professor will be diligent and 
faithful in his preparation for his classes; he will take his work, his 
students, his colleagues, the welfare of the whole institution, into his 
prayer-life and do all in his power to prepare his students for the 
most important and most blessed work in the world —the Christian 
ministry. Work performed in such a spirit and with such faithful- 
ness cannot but be richly blessed. 

Dear friend, I know your ideal of life is this: “Lord, let my life 
be given, my years for Thee be spent.” The sunshine of God’s grace 


Outlines on the Standard Epistle-Lessons. 385 


has melted your heart in thankfulness and warmed your soul for 
service in the Kingdom, and you regard your work at the local in- 
stitution as a direct service to Christ. You are called to teach, not 
theological branches, but sciences. Still, the teaching of these sub- 
jects in the light of God’s Word affords you a splendid opportunity to 
upbraid the godless and unscientific quicksand foundation upon which 
the pseudoscientifie men of our unbelieving age are building their 
antibiblical and antichristian theories and suppositions. Then, too, 
the teaching of your subjects is to help train the intellect and increase 
the thinking powers of your students and thus help prepare them in- 
telligently to take hold of the problems and difficult situations of the 
practical ministry. 

Place your work, therefore, upon the high plane of the service to 
Christ and to His kingdom, and you will find a never-failing source 
of inspiration, which will impel you to diligent preparation and study 
for your classes and induce you to make your work, your students, 
and your colleagues the object of daily, sincere prayers and supplica- 
tions to the Throne of Mercy. Love to Jesus will make the face of 
duty beautiful. Love to Jesus will make your service in the Kingdom 
freedom. Love to Jesus will inspire you to stick to your task with 
joy and to go on in the face of any and all difficulties and of the 
crushing influence and cooling effect of disappointments. For Jesus’ 
sake your work will be a joy, and with Jesus it will be a blessing. 

And, dear students of Concordia, accept your new professor as 
a servant of God and give to him the honor and respect, love and 
cooperation, which is due a servant of Christ. May you in every way 
help to lighten his burdens and to give him joy in his work. 

And now, may the Lord, whose you are and whom you serve, send 
His angel to be near you and yours, and may the Christ of God speak 
the word of cheer to you: “Fear thou not, for I am with thee. Be 
not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My right- 
eousness.” Is. 41, 10. 

The Lord bless your going out and your coming in from this time 
forth and even forevermore. Amen. W.E.H. | 


—g 
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 
Cor. 1, 9—14 (9. 10). 
What a mysterious and marvelous power is the genuine and uni- 
versal Gospel of Jesus Christ! In spite of all opposition and mis- 
representation, Col. 2, 8.16, it is an incorruptible, imperishable seed, 


continues through the centuries in all the world to produce fruit by 
25 ; 
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its powerful inner working and grows and expands in all directions. 
A veritable tree of life, not exhausting itself in bearing fruit, but 
growing and expanding with external increase. See Col. 1, 6 (original 
text); 2,19; 1 Pet. 1,23; Mark 4, 30—32; Phil. 1, 12. 

This twofold power of the Gospel is also a characteristic of the 
Church, Col. 2,19, and of the individual Christian. On the basis of 
our text, vv. 9. 10, let us apply our hearts and minds to view — 


THE CHRISTIAN’S PROGRESS IN KNOWLEDGE 
AND WELL-DOING. 


1. In knowledge; 2. In well-doing. 
1. 


Knowledge is power. Yes, but certainly not all knowledge. In 
our text the Apostle Paul states that he has been praying to God on 
behalf of Christians whom he had never seen personally, 2,1, “that 
they might be filled with the accurate knowledge, éx/yymoic, of the 
Lord’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.” Phil. 1, 9; 
Eph. 1,17; 2 Pet. 3,18; Jas.1,5. Since the day on which Epaphras 
had first delivered to them the message of the Gospel, they had heard 
and perceived the grace of God. Col.1,6. See also Acts 20, 24; 2 Cor. 
6,1; 8,9; Rom. 3, 24; 5,15; Eph. 2,5.8; especially Titus 2,11; 2 Pet. 
3,9; 1 Tim. 2,4. Any person who perceives and reecives the Gospel 
of the grace of God possesses a knowledge which surpasses any other 
kind of learning. Phil. 3, 8. 

But this knowledge is concerned with a truth so profound, so all- 
inclusive, so unfathomable, so infinite, that the mind staggers before 
its many applications and conclusions and, if left to its own thinking, 
will lose itself in all manner of speculation and enticing philosophy. 
Col. 2,4. 8.19. The only path of progress is Christ. Any advance in 
knowledge apart from Him is dangerous; it is perilous self-deception. 
In Him, and in Him alone, are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. Col. 2,3; Prov. 2,1—9; Eph. 3,19; 1 Cor. 1,21—31. Al 
that we need do to grow and increase in knowledge is more perfectly 
to understand His will, which is equivalent to God’s will. Col. 4, 12; 
1,15—20. Being in the kingdom of His dear Son (lit., the Son of 
His love), we are to do His will, for all authority in heaven and in 
earth has been given Him. Matt. 28,18; Eph. 5,20; Col. 1,16; 2, 10. 

What, then, is His will? The context plainly shows that the 
divine will as regards conduct is meant. (See vv. 11.12.) The knowl- 
edge of this will is the logical consequence of the knowledge of the 
grace of God in truth, i. ¢., in its genuineness, without adulteration, 
which knowledge was attributed to the Colossian Christians in v. 6. 
See Titus 2,11. 12; 1 Thess. 4,3; 5,18; Rom. 12, 1.2; Col. 4,12; Phil. 
3, 12—15; 1 Pet. 2, 9—12. 21; 4,1.2. Holiness is the aim and purpose 
in religion. Ex. 19,6; Lev. 11,44; 19,2; 20,7; 1 Pet.1,14-16. The 
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accurate, thorough knowledge of this holy will of our holy Lord is 
the object of Paul’s unceasing prayer on behalf of believers. Progress, 
advancement, growth, increase in this knowledge, must be every 
Christian’s continual aim. It is the task of a lifetime. 

But the apostle significantly adds: “in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding.” (Eph. 1, 8, wedrnois, prudence, instead of odveas.) 
The two words are frequently found together: Ex. 31,3; Deut. 4,6; 
1 Chron. 22, 12; 2 Chron. 1, 10. 11; Is. 11, 2; 29, 14; 1 Cor. 1,19 (a quo- 
tation); the corresponding adjectives: Prov. 16,21; Matt. 11, 25, etc. 
Their frequency emphasized their importance for religious thought 
and life. (Aristotle reckons “wisdom,” “prudence,” and “understand- 
ing” as constituting the three intellectual virtues, or excellences, 
dtavontimai dgetat. Hth. Nic., 1,13.) Note, however, that “spiritual” 
in the original text is emphatic by virtue of its position. The wis- 
dom in which the Christian is to grow is in contrast with a mere pre- 
tense of wisdom, Col. 2,23, which proceeded from the fleshly, carnal 
mind, 2,18, an empty counterfeit calling itself philosophy, 2,8. All 
of Paul’s other references are also bound to give us a clearer idea of 
“spiritual” wisdom and understanding, e. g., 2 Cor. 1,12: “fleshly wis- 
dom”; 1 Cor. 1, 20; 2,5.6.13; 3,19: “wisdom” of this world, of 
men, ete. Hence “spiritual” wisdom and understanding here means 
such as is given by the Spirit, derived from the Spirit of Christ. See 
1 Cor. 12,8: “To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to 
another, the word of knowledge, yr&osws, by the same Spirit.” 
Cp. also: “The Holy Scriptures are able to make thee wise,’ 2 Tim. 
3,15; the means of the Spirit’s operation. — Thus the Christian’s 
delight is in the Law (the revealed wisdom) of the Lord and in His 
inspired revelation he meditates day and night, Ps. 1, 2, that he might 
be filled with the knowledge of his Lord’s will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. Cp. Luke 2, 40.52: Jesus increased in wisdom, 


was filled with wisdom. 5 


The aim, object, of all spiritual enlightenment is very practical, 
not speculative. Spiritual knowledge, understanding, wisdom, all 
have a very concrete consequence and proof. The end of all knowl- 
edge is conduct, “walk,” viz., “that ye might walk worthy of the Lord.” 
Note again the equality of the Son with the Father: “that ye would 
walk worthy of God,” 1 Tim. 2,12; Eph.4,1. The admonition is: in 
a manner worthy of your calling, Phil.1,27: “worthy of the Gospel 
of Christ.” A Christian has been given spiritual wisdom and discern- 
ment not for the purpose of making a display of superior speculative 
ingenuity, — nor does that prove the possession of such wisdom, — of 
intruding into things which the person, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 
mind, has not seen — mere guesswork! — Col. 2,18; but a far nobler 
and more practical and salutary aim and end befits the knowledge of 
Christian believers: “As ye have received Christ Jesus, the Lord, so 
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walk in Him.” Col.2,6. If we really possess the saving knowledge 
of our Lord, if Christ actually is our Lord and we His servants, then 
it follows that we shall conduct ourselves so as “to please Him in 
every way” (A. V.: “unto all pleasing”). 1 Thess. 4, 1. 

As Christ is the only Path of Progress in our knowledge, so He 
is also the great Example for our conduct, in which we are to grow 
“unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ,” Eph. 4,13; we are to grow up into Him in all things who 
is the Head, Eph. 4,15.16. Progress in spiritual knowledge spells 
progress in well-doing. “In every good work being fruitful and in- 
creasing,” growing, advancing, “by the accurate knowledge of God.” 
Text, v.10b. (77 émyvdos tod sot is the simple instrumental dative, 
very common in Greek with ad&avo.) What the apostle means to say 
is this: As the Gospel in all the world (also at Colossae) is bearing 
fruit and growing (Col. 1, 6, original text), so the life, the conduct, of 
the Christians at Colossae is to be this: in every good work they are 
to be fruitful and grow by the increased knowledge of God, which acts 
like the dew or the rain, which nurtures the growth of tree and plant. 
See Deut. 32, 2; Hos. 14, 5—7, and note especially Ps. 1, 3: tree, bring- 
ing forth fruit; leaf not withering, after the activity described in v. 2. 
(Hymn 13, 1. 2.) 

At this point refer briefly to the other two parts of our conduct 
(v.11) as becoming our Christian profession. 1) “In all strength be- 
coming strengthened, growing strong (pres. partic.), according to the 
might of His glory,” 7. e., in a manner and measure corresponding 
with the power which belongs to the glory of God, to His majesty as 
manifested to men, “to all endurance and long-suffering,” under trial 
and against retaliation of a wrong. Christ here again is the Example 
par excellence. Eph. 1,19; Luke 8, 15; Heb. 12,1; 1 Cor. 18,4. 2) And 
“with joy giving thanks to the Father, who,” etc. The duty of thanks- 
giving is mentioned also 2,7; 3,17; 4,2 and 1 Thess. 5,18. Increase 
and advance in the knowledge of God will also spell progress in 
power for endurance and long-suffering and in thanksgiving to the 
Father. (Do not fail to notice the completeness of the various details 
prayed for by Paul on behalf of the Church: in all wisdom, to all 
pleasing, in every good work, in all strength, unto all endurance.) If 
any Christian would claim to know God, let him be sure to show 
the three unmistakable practical manifestations of the true knowledge 
of God: growth 1) in active well-doing, 2) in passive endurance 
under affliction and long-suffering under provocation, 3) in joyful 
thanksgiving to the Father. 


Conclusion. — Forward, then, dear Christian, in your knowledge 
of God and in your well-doing! Progress toward the great goal: per- 
fection, the perfection of Christ. This is sanctification worthy of our 
Lord, worthy of our prayers, worthy of our profession, and consistent 
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with our faith in Him, who by His perfect obedience in His life and 
death procured our redemption, even the remission of our sins. Col. 
1,14; Phil. 3,12—15. 

Los Angeles, Oal. O. W. Wismar. 


Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
1 Tess. 4, 13—18. 


This earth is a monumental death-house. This is a tremendous 
fact. Even the foremost handiwork of God, originally created in 
the image of God, endowed with a rational soul, intended for im- 
mortality, because of sin is doomed to dust and ashes. Rom. 5, 12. — 
The ancient question: “If a man die, shall he live again?” 


“CONCERNING THEM THAT ARE ASLEEP.” 


1. Of whom does the apostle make this statement? 
2. What is their present condition? 3. What is their future state? 


1: 


a. When the apostle refers to “them that are asleep,” he excludes 
all the dead that entered the dark valley without Christ. Such are 
without God, without hope, in the world and eternally lost. It is 
a bitter and a fatal folly to reject the Savior for whose sake alone 
the offended God offers pardon, peace, and salvation. All such are 
placed in a class by themselves and branded “as others” which sorrow 
without hope. V. 13. 

b. Only those are spoken of in the text “which sleep in Jesus,” 
who believed that Jesus died and rose again, who said with the 
apostle: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Phil. 1, 21; 
Rom. 5,1. They were baptized into Jesus Christ, Rom. 6,3, heard 
His voice and opened the door, Rev. 3,20, used the means of grace 
conscientiously, and followed the Shepherd’s steps steadfastly unto the 
end. If you expect ever to rest with those “which sleep in Jesus,” you 
must now, in this day of grace, live in Christ, with Christ, for Christ. 


92 


We 


a. The present condition, of course, of those “which are asleep” 
is death. The dear one perhaps had been sick. Dangerous symptoms 
gave rise to alarming apprehensions. The physician watches the 
patient with deep concern. The pastor, who was notified in due time, 
prepares the patient for his last journey to that far country. In that 
room, in those hearts, the peace of God reigns supreme. “Surely the 
Lord is in this place,” “this is the gate of heaven... .” Ps. 238, 4. 
Angels of God descend, hover over that bed, and carry the precious 
soul, purchased with the Savior’s blood, into Abraham’s bosom. Body 
and soul are parted. According to Christian custom the body, the 
earthly vessel of the soul, is laid to rest in a cemetery, sleeping place, 
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God’s acre, awaiting the glorious resurrection from the dead. The 
soul is with Christ, is comforted, is kept in the mighty hand of the 
great Shepherd, and no power can pluck it out of His hands. These 
are the “dead in Christ.” V.16. 

b. The condition of those that have so departed is called “sleep.” 
Vv.13.14.15. “I sleep in the dust,” Job 7,21; “David fell on sleep,” 
Acts 13,36; 1 Kings 2,10; the daughter of Jairus, Matt. 9,24; Laza- 
rus, John 11,11; Stephen, Acts 7, 60. It is a blessed sleep. Rev. 14, 13. 
Hymn 540. 3 


a. Sleep is not a cessation of existence. It is a transitory con- 
dition, implies an awakening. John 11,11; Ps. 3, 5. 

(The Expositor’s Bible: “Wherever we can hear the pagan soul 
speak of the future, it is in this blank, heartless tone. ‘Do not,’ says 
Achilles in the Odyssey, ‘make light of death to me. Rather would 
T on earth be a serf to another, a man of little land and little sub- 
stance, than be prince over all the dead that have come to naught.’ 
‘Suns,’ says Catullus, ‘may set and rise again. When once our brief 
light has set, one unbroken night of sleep remains.’ These are fair 
specimens of the pagan outlook; are they not fair enough specimens 
of the non-Christian outlook at the present day?’ The Expositor’s 
Greek New Testament sub text: “A pagan letter of consolation has 
been preserved from the second century: ‘Kirene to Taonnophris and 
Philon good cheer! I was as grieved and wept as much over Eumoi- 
ros as over Didymas, and I did all that was fitting, as did all my 
family.... But still we can do nothing in such a case. So comfort 
yourselves. Good-by.” One of Cicero’s pathetic letters written from 
Thessalonica speaks doubtfully of any reunion after death: ‘Haec 
non sunt in manu nostra, ”’) 

b. “For the Lord Himself shall descend, and the dead in Christ 
shall rise.” V.16. Cp. v.14; Matt. 24, 30f.; 1 Cor. 15,52; Dan. 12, 2a. 

c. Reunion in heaven. V. 17. 

d. The certainty of these truths. “By the word of the Lord.” 
V.15. The resurrection of Jesus the pledge. V.14; 1 Cor. 15, 20. 

Conclusion. — “That ye sorrow not.” V.13. “Comfort one an- 
other.” V.17. 

Cleveland Heights, O. H. W. Barres. 


Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 
2 Per. 3, 3—14. 


Gen. 19, 13.14. The sons-in-law of Lot disregarded his warning 
and perished. Undismayed by their unbelief, Lot, in obedience to the 
command, v.17, left the doomed city and was saved. A similar an- 
nouncement in our text, v. 10, calls for like action. 
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THE DAY OF THE LORD WILL SURELY COME! 
Therefore, 


1. Be not dismayed by the mocking insolence of scoffers. 
2. Look for, and hasten unto, the coming of the Day of God. 


dr 


A. The scoffers and their mocking insolence. Text, vv.3.4. The 
watchwords of unbelievers to-day: Eternity of matter; unchanging 
laws of nature; never-ending cycles of evolution; etc. Last Day? 
Folly! Resurrection? Impossibility! Judgment? Superstition! 
Such threats were effective in the times of the fathers, in dark Middle 
Ages; in our enlightened age they no longer are considered. Science 
will before long discover ways and means to create and prolong life 
at will, etc. 

B. Be not dismayed. 

a. These very mockeries were foretold in our text. Far from dis- 
turbing us, they serve to make us the surer of our faith in the coming 
of Judgment. 

b. Vv.5—7. They wilfully ignore well-known and proved facts, 
e. g., the Deluge: Historical and geological evidence; the wide-spread 
tradition; antediluvian animals found encased in ice; sea-shells on 
top of mountains; cf. also Theological Monthly, 1929, 245. Instead 
of accepting God’s record in Bible and nature, unbelievers speak of 
ice age, ete. 

c. V.3: “walking after their own lusts.” The wish is father of 
the thought. They know that, if there is a Judgment, they will be 
condemned; therefore they deny the possibility. 

d. V.8. “Professing themselves to be wise, they become fools.” 
They measure the Infinite by their puny standards. God has a calen- 
dar of His own. No postponement of His program, least of all be- 
cause He is not able to do what He has foretold. 

e. V.9. Far from delaying His Judgment, He had at the very 
time that He made the announcement the salvation of all men, also 
of the scoffers, in mind, to give them an opportunity for repentance. 

C. Spite of scoffers the Day of the Lord will surely come. V. 10. 
Hexei, f&er, placed emphatically at the beginning. World not eternal, 
laws of nature not unchangeable, the very elements shall be burned. 
This day will be for all scoffers the day of judgment and perdition. 
V.7. What folly to let their mockeries disturb us! What foolishness 
to cling to this world, which shall pass away! 1 John 2, 15—17. 


2. 


A. The Day of the Lord will surely come, and, while the present 
world will perish, God will create out of the ashes of the old world 
a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. There 
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completely fulfilled Ps. 85, 10.11. Then Is. 35, 10; Rev. 7, 9-17; 
19, 6—9; 21; 22. 

B. Therefore, v. 11.14. Not mockery, v. 3, but looking for, hast- 
ing unto, the coming, v.12; groan for it, Rom. 8, 22.23. Not walk in 
own lusts, v.3, but holy conversation, v.11. Not ungodliness, v. 7, 
but godliness, v.11; Tit. 2,12.18. Let this be our chief concern, that 
we may be found of Him in peace, peace with God and fellow-men, 
without spot and blameless, even as He was without blemish and with- 
out spot, 1 Pet.1,19, who was not only our perfect Example, but, 
thank God, our Savior, made of God unto us Wisdom, and Righteous- 
ness, and Sanctification, and Redemption. 1 Cor. 1, 30. als: 


+0» 


Outline for a Sermon on Synod and Its Work. 
Gen. 4, 26. 


Information on the work of our Church. 

1. The need of this information. Some people think that much 
of our talk about Synod, institutions, missions, budget, quota, ete., 
is nothing but new ideas, sprung up of late, for the purpose of get- 
ting the money out of the people. It is true that some of these terms 
are new names, but with respect to the work that is to be done and 
our duty to do this work they stand for old, old things. 

2. The purpose of this information. Therefore, in order that the 
work and purpose of the Church may be better understood and people 
become more willing to do their work, let us preach a special ser- 
mon on — 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH. 

1. It has always been done. 

A. In the time of Enos, the first missionary. 

a. Who was he? The grandson of Adam. 

b. When did he live? He was born Anno Mundi 235. 

c. What did he do? a. “Then began men.” He began a work — 
not in the sense of beginning and then finishing it, or of some one 
else’s completing it, but a work that was continued and carried on 
through succeeding ages. b. “To call upon the name of the Lord.” 
The work of the public ministry, the preaching of the Word of God. 

B. At other times. Throughout Scripture we have an account of 
men who called upon the name of the Lord. 

a. Abraham. Gen. 12,8; 21, 33. 

b. Isaac. Gen. 26, 25. 

c. All patriarchs and prophets; Christ and the apostles; Luther 
and the preachers of the Reformation; Walther and the fathers of 
our Synod. 
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©. In our time. 

a. The whole work of our Church is the calling upon the name 
of the Lord. 

b. This work shall continue to the end of time. Matt. 24, 14. 
When we consider that this work of the Church is the only work that 
has been carried on without interruption since the beginning of 
history and that it is to continue till the end of the world, we are 
impressed by the greatness of the work. Really beyond comparison. 
But is it necessary ? 


2. It has always been necessary. 


A. In the time of Enos. Considering the longevity of the patri- 
archs, — Enos lived with Adam for 695 years, — was it necessary for 
Enos to preach? Why not go and ask Adam? But it was neces- 
sary : — 

a. On account of sin. a. The fall of Adam. Separation of Adam 
and God. 6. The sin of Cain and the division in the family of Adam. 
Gen. 4, 16—24. 

b. On account of the peculiar contents of Enos’ preaching. a. Not 
the Law. What did Enos preach? The Law? Natural religion? 
No. People knew that. Rom. 2,14.15. 6b. But the Gospel. Explain 
“the name of the Lord.” The promise of the Messiah. Of this people 
know nothing of themselves. 1 Cor. 2, 14. 


B. At other times. Same reason: sin and the need of the Gospel. 

a. In the Old Testament. Preachers of the Gospel. a. Abraham. 
Gen. 26,4. b. Jacob. Gen. 49,18. c. Moses. Deut. 18,15. d. David. 
2 Sam. 7,12.18. The Messianic psalms. e. Isaiah. Is. 1,18. 

b. In the New Testament. a. Christ as a preacher of the Gospel. 
Luke 4,18; Matt. 18,11; 11,28; etc. b. His command: “Preach the 
Gospel.” The apostles and evangelists. 

©. In our time. Considering human progress, radios, air- 
planes, etc., is preaching still necessary, which already in the days 
of St. Paul was called foolishness? 1 Cor. 1,23. Yes, it is still neces- 
sary : — 

a. In our country. What is necessary? Something is necessary. 
People know it, feel it, yes, seek with sorrow, but do not know what 
it is. Is it the Law? No. The Gospel is our greatest need. 

b. In foreign lands. India: The home of one-sixth of the human 
race. Population, 319,000,000. Heathen, 314,000,000. China: The 
home of nearly one-fourth of the human race. Population, 435,000,000. 
Heathen, 430,000,000. Is. 60, 2. — Yes, a great and necessary work, but 
is it successful? Does it pay? 


3. It has always been successful. 


“Has Christianity failed?” This question is frequently asked 
and answered in the affirmative because people fail to understand 
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what Christianity is expected to do. Successful? That depends upon 
what you call success. Probably a failure according to the standard 
by which men usually judge success. And still a success. The work 
of the Church has continued successfully in an absolutely unbroken 
line from its beginning to the present day. Preaching never was, 
never is, and never can be, in vain. Is. 55, 10. 11. 

A. At the time of Enos. God preserved His line in the family 
of Seth. 

B. At other times. 

a. Noah. The Deluge. Preaching a failure? Looked like it. 
And still God preserved His line. 

b. Abraham. He left his country and his kindred, alone, and 
still by untold numbers of his descendants, physical and spiritual, he 
is remembered as the Father of the Faithful. 

ec. Elijah. He complained: “I only am left.” 1 Kings 19,14. But 
the Lord replied: “Yet I have left Me seven thousand in Israel.” V.18. 

d. Christ and the apostles. A “little flock.” Still, successful. 

e. Luther stood alone at Worms. Millions afterwards called 
themselves by his name. ; 


C. In our time. The Church is always the “little flock,” and 
still successful. 

a. The beginning of our Synod in 1847. Compare 1929. 

b. Missionary opportunities. a. In Germany. Bochum-Hamme. 
b. In India. The caste of the Eazhavas. — A great, necessary, and 
promising work, and 


4. It must always be looked upon as our greatest Christian duty. 

A. Our duty. 

a. Only they that have the Gospel can preach the Gospel. Can 
the unbelievers or the sects preach the Gospel? 

b. We have the Gospel. The glory and the privilege of the 
Lutheran Church. 

c. Therefore we must preach the Gospel. It is our duty. a. “Shall 
we, whose souls are lighted,” ete. Shall we bury our treasure in the 
ground? 6. Christ commands it: “Preach the Gospel.” 

B. Synod’s needs. 

a. Avoid generalities. Give figures. 

b. Show what portion of the burden the local congregation ought 
to bear. 

Conclusion.—Final appeal. “The love of Christ constraineth us.” 
2 Cor. 5,14. After St. Paul could say: “I am not ashamed,” etc., 
Rom. 1, 16, was it still necessary for some one to admonish him to do 
his duty? Nay, no one could stop him. After Luther could say: 
“Unless I am convinced .. ., I cannot do otherwise,” was it necessary 
for some one to admonish him to do his work? Nay, no one could 
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stop him. If we really are Lutheran Christians and believe the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, must we then still be coerced into our work? Nay, 
no power on earth can stop us. May the Lord establish the work of 
our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands, may He establish it! 
Amen. 


Detroit, Mich. AvamM Fanuınc. 


Discussing the Augsburg Confession in Sermons. 


In 1930 every Lutheran pastor ought to familiarize his people 
with the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as it has been accepted and 
confessed by the Lutheran Church for four hundred years. The best 
way to do this evidently is in sermons treating the various points of 
doctrine which are contained in the Augsburg Confession. To give 
some incentive and aid to this work, a series of texts which set forth 
the articles of faith as embodied in the Augsburg Confession is sub- 
mitted in the following. These texts are offered without any sug- 
gestion as to the dates when to preach on them; for there are not 
enough for a whole year’s preaching, pastors frequently want to 
preach sermons dealing with the special needs and circumstances of 
their own congregations, and the Augsburg Confession, treated point 
for point, presents little material for the festivals of the church-year. 
It is therefore suggested that every pastor who chooses to preach on 
these or other texts in order to discuss the Augsburg Confession in 
sermons, very soon make his own calendar. Luther’s Catechisms are 
full of excellent material for working the contents of the Augsburg 
Confession into sermons. Of course, with each article of the Augs- 
burg Confession also each corresponding article of the Apology ought 
to be considered. 

Introductory Sermon. Ps. 119, 46. 

Article I: Of God: — 
1. The Unity of God. Mark 12, 29. 
2. The Three Persons in God. Matt. 28, 19. 
Article II: Of Original Sin. John 3, 5. 6. 
Article III: Of the Son of God. 1 Tim. 2, 5. 
Article IV: Of Justification. Rom. 3, 21—28. 
Article V: Of the Ministry: — 
1. The Divine Institution of the Ministry. Acts 20, 28. 
2. What God Does through the Preaching of the Ministry. 1 Cor. 1, 
23. 24: 
Article VI: Of New Obedience. Luke 17, 10. 
Article VII: Of the Church. 2 Tim. 2, 19. 
Article VIII: What the Church Is. Eph. 4, 5. 6. 
Article IX: Of Baptism. Matt. 28, 18—20. 
Article X: Of the Lord’s Supper. Matt. 26, 26—28. 
Article XI: Of Confession. 1 John 1, 8. 9. 
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Article XII: Of Repentance. Rom. 11, 23. 
Article XIII: Of the Use of the Sacraments. 1 John 5, 6. 8. 
Article XIV: Of Ecclesiastical Order. 1 Cor. 4, 1. 
Article XV: Of Ecclesiastical Usages. Col. 2, 16. 17. 
Article XVI: Of Civil Affairs. Jer. 29, 4—7. 
Article XVII: Of Christ’s Return to Judgment. 2 Cor. 5, 10. 
Article XVIII: Of Free Will. 1 Cor. 2, 14. 
Article XIX: Of the Cause of Sin. Gen. 3, 1—7. 
Article XX: Of Good Works. Eph. 2, 8—10. 
Article XXI: Of the Worship of Saints. Is. 63, 16. 
Article XXII: Of Both Kinds in the Sacrament. Matt. 26, 27. 
Article XXIII: Of the Marriage of the Priests. 1 Tim. 3, 2. 
Article XXIV: Of the Mass: — 

1. The Language in the Mass. 1 Cor. 14, 2. 9. 

2. First Examined. 1 Cor. 11, 28. 

3. “For You.” Luke 22, 19. 20. 

4. Paying for Prayers. Matt. 23, 14. 

5. Remembering the Benefits of the Lord. Luke 22, 19. 
Article XXV: Of Confession: — 

1. Confession and Absolution. 2 Sam. 12, 13. 

2. Enumerating One’s Sins. Jer. 17, 9. 
Article XXVI: Of the Distinction of Meats. Acts 10, 15. 
Article XXVII: Of Monastic Vows. Gal. 5, 4. 
Article XXVIII: Of Ecclesiastical Power: — 

1. The Power of the Keys. Matt. 18, 18. 

2. The Power of the Church and the State Distinguished. Matt. 

22, 21. 
3. The Power to Maintain Order in the Church. 1 Cor. 14, 33. 40. 


In conclusion we remark that a number of the articles of the 
Augsburg Confession either are closely related to one another or 
wholly or partly overlap one another, e. g., Articles XI and XXV, XV, 
XXVI, and XXVIII (§ 39), XXV and XXVIII (§ 1 ff.), ete. 
Dr. Walther’s wonderful sermon in commemoration of the 350th anni- 
versary of the Augsburg Confession may be had from Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, German Tract No. 48. 


Detroit, Mich., 14321 Burt Rd. G. M. Kraon. 


— 
One Danger in Illustrations. 


We were in a Bible conference. It was impossible for us to attend 
services eight hours a day. We missed one address by a dear friend. 
The next day people came to us and said to us laughingly, “Well, 
now, just how did that thing happen that you told us about the 
other night?” We replied that we did not care to edit the story, for 
it happened the way we told it. Then these friends said, But Dr. 
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told it differently last night. He told it this way.” Then they all 
began to laugh. Now we are quite sure that we had no intention 
of falsifying. We are just as sure about our friend. Yet we had told 
the same story so differently as to arouse everybody’s suspicion. — 
Illustrations should be told with great exactness. We should not 
allow them to “grow” by their constant use. We should not un- 
consciously think that such and such a thing happened to us simply 
‘because we have become familiar with it by frequent repetition. 
One good way to safeguard one’s self is to put it this way: “I heard 
an illustration something like this.” The truth is, we are afraid of 
illustrations! — Watchman-Examiner. 


49. ——___-——_ 
Joseph Parker on Preaching. 


Dr. Parker was a close observer of preachers and a student of the 
‘matter, the method, and the manner of the pulpit. The following 
statement by him is valuable as the result of his experience and obser- 
‘vation during a long ministerial career. He says: — 

“Preaching must be broadly human to be popular. You cannot 
reach the populace through an academy, but you may often reach an 
academy through the populace. It seems to me in looking back that 
the old preachers were stronger in personal experience than are the 
preachers of to-day. They had fewer intellectual temptations to resist. 
The pew did not ply them with so many curious questions. In my 
early days preaching was religious; within recent years it has become 
intellectual, with an occasional religious flavor. Things have quite 
altered in this respect. The first preaching was religious, with an 
occasional intellectual outlook; to-day religion is intellectual, with 
an occasional religious reference. In some places of worship, people 
have to ask whether they are in a lyceum or in a church, in a hall 
of science or in a house of prayer. Wherein the pulpit has lost relig- 
iousness it has lost power.... The direction and warning given in 
the Sermon on the Mount apply to preaching as well as to everything 
else. Jesus Christ would seem to say through the medium of that 
‚great discourse: ‘Take no thought for your preaching, what ye shall 
say as to words, temporary criticism, flowers of rhetoric, and the 
idolatry of science; for after all these things do the Gentile artists 
seek; but seek ye first and foremost in your preaching the kingdom 
.of God and His righteousness, be first and foremost intensely religious, 
and all these minor tributaries and accessories shall, if necessary, — 
which is very doubtful, — be added unto you.’ ” 

Watchman-Examiner. 
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The Stewardship Life. By K. Kretzschmar. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.00. 


In a masterly, gripping style the author points out the nature, the 
duty, the privilege, and the blessing of stewardship. After reading the 
book, the thought came to me what a blessing it would prove to be if this 
book could be placed in the hands of every communicant of our Synod. 
Pastors ought to call attention to this little volume and urge their mem- 
bers to buy it for themselves and as Christmas- or birthday-gifts for 
others. It serves admirably as a gift-book, the combination of a rich dark- 
green binding and gilt stamping rendering it very attractive and inviting 
one to open it and read. Having once begun, the reader will find it diffi- 
cult to lay the book aside. Its message, read and pondered, cannot but be 
fruitful of results. 


Religion for Primary Grades in Units of Learning. By W. 0. Kraeft. 
Price, 80 cts. 


‘The Religion of the Child, and Other Essays. By Prof. P. E. Kretz- 
mann. Price, $1.00. Both published by Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Outfitting the Teacher of Religion. By James H. Snowden. The Mac- 
millan Co. Price, $2.00. 


Senior Method in the Church-School. By Mary Anne Moore. The 
Abingdon Press. Price, $1.50. 


The Christian Message and Program. By Cleland Boyd McAfee. The 
Westminster Press. Price, $1.35. 


We have grouped the five volumes together in order to show that 
the importance of religious education is recognized both within and with- 
out our circles. The clearest evidence of this recognition is to be found 
in the constant stream of books on religious education and kindred sub- 
jects issuing from the press. At the same time, by grouping these books 
together, we become aware of the difference between the Lutheran and 
the Reformed spirit and of the correctness of Luther’s stand at Marburg 
four hundred years ago. All five books are to be used as text-books in the 
training of teachers and leaders within the Church. But only the two 
books heading the list can be said to serve this purpose. Professor McAfee’s 
title, The Christian Message and Program, is a misnomer. It should read, 
“The Modernistic Antichristian Message and Program.” That, at least, 
would be honest. Dr. Snowden has some very fine chapters on the prepara- 
tion and teaching of the lesson and on the use of imagination and illustra- 
tion in teaching, and Miss Moore writes well on the “Physical and Mental 
Traits of Adolescence,” on “Method and Curriculum,” and her chapter on 
“Organization and Administration” is both instructive and suggestive. Yet: 
neither of these two books will train Ohristian leaders and teachers, for 
both have the modernistic conception of Christianity so evident in McAfee’s 
book, both deny the plenary inspiration of the Bible, and neither preaches 
Christ and Him crucified as the only Redeemer. Dr. Snowden “trains” the 
teacher of religion by telling him that “the Book [the Bible] is just what. 
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people saw and heard and believed and experienced in the early formative 
days of our religious faith. Every line in it was first experienced before 
it was written. Hardly any other book is so free from mere speculative 
theorizing and imagination and is so compacted of the very stuff of human 
experience, the things that men saw and heard and ‘handled concerning 
the Word of Life’” (p.115). Miss Moore informs us that “a knowledge 
of the Bible and other sacred literature and of inspiring art helps to 
create a taste for truth, beauty, and goodness” (p.30). What a significant 
grouping! Needless to say, there is as little room in the religion of these 
two authors for the vicarious atonement of Christ as there is in the the- 
ology of Professor McAfee. Yet without this atonement there is no Chris- 
tianity and no possibility of Christian training. We pity teachers and 
leaders trained according to these text-books, and we pity the poor chil- 
dren taught by these blind leaders of the blind. We shudder at the con- 
sequences. O God, send out Thy light and Thy truth! — An atmosphere 
altogether different is met with in the two books heading the list. Here 
we find sound scholarship, based on extensive reading and wide experience; 
we find a thorough mastery and clear presentation of the subject-matter ; 
here, above all, we meet with minds imbued with due regard for the oracles 
of God and rooted and grounded in the faith and love of Jesus Christ. 
These books serve their purpose admirably; they are real helps to the 
busy teacher and leader. Dr. Kretzmann brings out the fatal errors of 
modern pedagogy, stresses the necessity of adequate indoctrination and 
warns against the danger of lowering the standards of indoctrination, in- 
forms the reader on the present status of parents’ rights, and writes in- 
structively on various other subjects of interest to teacher and parent. 
Professor Kraeft, after an interesting chapter on the “Status of Method 
in Religion,” explains the method of “Teaching Religion in Units of Learn- 
ing.” An especially practical feature of the book are the outlines on 
seventeen stories of the Old and thirty of the New Testament. Both 
Dr. Kretzmann’s and Professor Kraeft’s book ought to be in the library 
of every teacher and pastor of Synod. 


KFUO Tracts. No.9: Thou Shalt Not Kill with the Tongue. No. 10: 
Dangerous Tendencies in Modern Marriages. No. 11: Wanted: 
Better Homes. No.12: Hurdling Life’s Barriers. By W. A. Maier. 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 5 cts.; 100, $1.25; 
1,000, $11.00. 

Short, pithy tracts on timely subjects in the author’s well-known 
style. Splendid for mass distribution. 


Rally Day. Order of Service for Lutheran Sunday-schools. By Theo. 
Kuehnert. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 5 cts. ; 
dozen, 25 cts.; 100, $2.00. 

Professor Kuehnert has prepared a Rally Day order of service in which 
the thought of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is ably carried out. Hymns and 
readings are well chosen. 


Pericopes and Selections. Published by Frederic H. K. Soll, Yakima, 
Wash. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, $1.00, net. 

In addition to the standard pericopes and the four series adopted 
in 1912 by the Synodical Conference the author offers eight more series, 
five from the Old Testament and three from the New, corresponding as 
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to contents with the old standard pericopes, as a comparison will soon 
convince the careful reader. The value of the book is increased by an 
index, in which the texts are arranged according to the Bible, with state- 
ment of contents and days for which they are designated. Pastors looking 
for texts for Sunday evening or mid-week services will find ample material 
here. The texts may also be used very profitably for lessons to be read. 
in place of the standard pericopes. 


The Pope and Temporal Power. By Theodore Graebner. Northwestern 
Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wis. Price $1.00. Order from Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


The author shows conclusively that there is no greater enemy of our 
American liberties than the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Professor Graeb- 
ner does not rant and rave, he does not slander nor insinuate, — there is. 
no need of resorting to such tactics, — he lets the members of this hier- 
archy do practically all the talking and is content to point out just in 
what manner their assertions prove his contention. Our American people: 
and many members of our own Church need to have their eyes opened 
to the actual dangers threatening our liberties. For that reason we hope: 
that this book will find its way into every public library of the Union and 
into many American homes, 


Preludes and Postludes for the Organ. By G.C.A.Kaeppel. Concor- 
dia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.25. 
The name of the composer speaks for the high class of music here- 
offered to our organists. Churchly, pleasing, not too difficult. 


Concordia Christmas Greeting Cards. Concordia Publishing House,. 
St. Louis, Mo. 

This set of Christmas-cards brought such true Christmas joy and. 
eager hope and expectation of that perfect Christmastide above to my 
heart that I regard it my duty to call the attention of others to this 
splendid set of cards. Here we have not hideous daubs or Christless. 
pictures, but real Christian art, and not merely crude versifications or 
sentimental trash, but real Christian poetry, poems as well as pictures. 
breathing the true Christmas spirit. Ought any Missouri Lutheran send 
Christless Christmas cards, while such works of Christian art are avail- 
able? All pastors and teachers ought to urge their schools and Sunday- 
schools to sell, and their people to buy, these cards. The cards are put up: 
only in boxes of 25 packages. Each package contains 10 cards, the pur- 
chasing price of which for the schools and Sunday-schools is 15 cents; 
the selling price is 25 cents. THEO. LAETSOH. 


TO OUR READERS. 


The next issue of the HoMILETIC MAGAZINE will be a special Advent 
and Christmas number. In order to aid the busy pastor in the preparation 
of the many special sermons required in this season, we shall submit a study- 
on an Advent text, a German and an English Christmas sermon, several 
series of outlines for mid-week and Sunday evening Advent sermons, and 
a sermon for New Year’s Eve. {Wives 


